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INTRODUCTION 

This workshop has been created to help Teachers and elected School Child 
Protection Officers in South Africa with the reporting process after a child 
has disclosed abuse 

 as required by the  

Department of Education and the South African Child Act,  

which in brief states 

άΧΦΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘ !Ŏǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
protection, development and well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘέ 

 

In other words, the interests of a child are PARAMOUNT and to disregard 
this is a criminal offence. 



òAs adults we play an unwitting role in 

abuseéé 

If you are not protecting children you are 

neglecting them,  

and that too is abuse!ó  



WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE? 

 

ÅPHYSICAL:  

 the intentional hitting; beating; biting; shaking or burning of a child 

ÅEMOTIONAL: 

 the shaming; blaming or belittling of a child including excessive shouting or yelling 

ÅNEGLECT: 

 Failure of a parent/guardian to provide a constant source of food; shelter; medical 
 ŎŀǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ 
 of affection; attention; comfort; routine; discipline and supervision 

ÅSEXUAL: 

 Forced sexual activity, including incest and bestiality; exposure to sexual 
 ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
 and/or pornography 



 WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RAPE 
 AND SEXUAL ASSAULT? 
ÅSEXUAL ASSAULT 

 Inappropriate touching; fondling (caressing; petting; stroking); 
 showing of pornography, masturbation in front of the child, or 
 any other act of a sexual nature. 

ÅRAPE 

 NON-CONSENSUAL (without agreement/forced) 

 Forced sexual penetration of any object or body part into 
 ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƛŦƛŎŜ όƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎύ 



 WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RAPE 
 AND SEXUAL ASSAULT? 
ÅWHAT IS CONSENSUAL SEX? 

 Intercourse between two people, both over the age of 16, 
 where both parties agree to have sex. 

ÅSO WHAT IS RAPE? 

 ABSENCE OF CONSENT: A person not mentally sound, conscious 
 or able to agree to sex 

 BODY: Insertion of any object or body part of a human or animal 
 in any genital organ or anus of another against their will 



 WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RAPE 
 AND SEXUAL ASSAULT? 
Å3RD PARTY 

 Forcing a person to have sex with another person against their 
 will 

ÅFORCED CONSENT 

 Intimidating or threatening someone to have sex with you. An 
 abuse of power in the form of using authority or rank for forced 
 sex.  

ÅPORNOGRAPHY 

 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ όǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ 
 or videos) 



 SIGNS OF MOLESTATION 

ÅPHYSICAL SIGNS 

 Blood on underwear 

 Female minor missing a period 

 Pregnancy in a minor 

 Blood, pain, discharge, itching in the genital area 

 Abnormal way of sitting or walking 

 Sudden soiling of pants 

 Sudden ailments (tummy aches, headaches) 



 SIGNS OF MOLESTATION 
ÅEMOTIONAL SIGNS 

 Sudden aggressive behaviour (biting; shouting; hitting) 

 Breaking items, being destructive and disruptive 

 Stealing 

 Lying 

 Cheating 

 Under of over eating 

 Acting provocatively 

 Excessive crying 

 Increase in temper tantrums 

 Withdrawal in an outgoing child 

 Fear of a familiar adult 

 Depression 

 Disgust in body or gender 



 DISCLOSURE 

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY DISCLOSURE? 

When a minor reveals information, or confesses, or admits sexual 
abuse has taken place. 

My son  was going  to graduate  from  kindergarten,  we had  a 

party . One little  girl  did  not  want  to go home  éé. I didnõt 

know  the  child . She was crying  and  carrying  on ð I told  the  

teacher  my  suspicions  based  on the  childõs remarks . The 

teacher,  who  had  her  own  suspicions,  notified  Child  Protection  

Services  and  the  boyfriend  was removed  from  the  family  home . 

Children  DO TELL  é.. you  just  have to LISTEN  to  them!!!  



 HOW DO WE DEAL WITH THE 
 AWKWARDNESS OF DISCLOSURE? 
ÅGently remove the child from the area 

ÅDo not be judgemental  

ÅBe genuine in your sympathy towards them 

ÅListen to what the child recounts! You may be asked to give a 
statement to the police 

ÅAsk questions to clarify but do not as LEADING questions 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

ÅtǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ Ψŀō ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƪŜŜǇ 

ÅReassure the child 



 WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR THE CHILD 

ÅLΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ 

ÅI BELIEVE YOU, and I am going to do my best to help you 

ÅThis is not your fault 

Å/ǊȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƴƎǊȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪ 

Å̧ ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
this sad forever 

ÅThe person who did this needs help, just like we need to get help 
for you. 

ÅWill you trust me to help you? 



 YOUR EMOTIONS 

ÅYou may feel shocked 

ÅYou will most undoubtedly  feel anger, shock, horror 

ÅYou will need to talk to someone about how you feel 

ÅContact a counsellor, pastor, chaplain or social worker 

 

The rape or abuse of a child is bigger than you, you will need to 
express your emotions in order to put things back into 
persepective. 


